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Synopsis

A Paleographic Guide to Spanish Abbreviations 1500-1700 is a powerful tool for correctly identifying
hundreds of abbreviations found in the hand written documents of the Spanish colonial period. The
Guide is concise, easy to use and of a very manageable size. All of the abbreviations were scanned
from photo copies of extant Spanish documents written between the years 1500 and 1700 and are
presented in their original handwriting. Together with each abbreviation is a printed display of the
letters represented, the full spelling of the word or words in early modern Spanish and the current
Spanish spelling. Over one thousand abbreviations from a wide variety of sources demonstrate the
various handwriting styles of the period. The format of the Guide was planned to assist a variety of
users, among them serious Spanish paleographers, graduate students doing research for
dissertations and genealogist. It will also serve as an adjunct text for university level courses in

history of the Spanish language, Spanish historical linguistics and Spanish paleography.
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Customer Reviews

Obviously, a niche appeal AfA¢A a -A & ce but if it's your deal, it's a good read!

This book is very helpful to anyone who wants to read handwritten documents written in Spanish,
even those from later centuries. She not only gives you an image of the original writing along with
the full text of the word or phrase, but she also shows you what was left out so that you can begin to

understand the method behind the 'madness’ of the abbreviation and begin to develop your own



guidelines and expectations to help you decipher other abbreviations that are not included here.l

hope she comes out with a follow-up volume for 1700-1900.

| have been doing genealogical research for several years and there are times when reading old
Spanish documents becomes difficult. This book has been very useful to me in understanding the
abbreviations in those old documents. | recommend this book to those that for one reason or

another need to translate old Spanish documents.
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